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Joshua 2
Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men
secretly from Shittim as spies, saying,
‘Go, view the land, especially Jericho.’
So they went, and entered the house
of a prostitute whose name was
Rahab, and spent the night there. The
king of Jericho was told, ‘Some
Israelites have come here tonight to
search out the land.’ Then the king of
Jericho sent orders to Rahab, ‘Bring
out the men who have come to you,
who entered your house, for they have
come only to search out the whole
land.’ But the woman took the two
men and hid them. Then she said,
‘True, the men came to me, but I did
not know where they came from. And
when it was time to close the gate at
dark, the men went out. Where the
men went I do not know. Pursue them
quickly, for you can overtake them.’
She had, however, brought them up to
the roof and hidden them with the

stalks of flax that she had laid out on
the roof. So the men pursued them on
the way to the Jordan as far as the
fords. As soon as the pursuers had
gone out, the gate was shut.

Before they went to sleep, she came
up to them on the roof and said to the
men: ‘I know that the Lord has given
you the land, and that dread of you
has fallen on us, and that all the
inhabitants of the land melt in fear
before you. For we have heard how the
Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea
before you when you came out of
Egypt, and what you did to the two
kings of the Amorites that were
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og,
whom you utterly destroyed. As soon
as we heard it, our hearts failed, and
there was no courage left in any of us
because of you. The Lord your God is
indeed God in heaven above and on
earth below. Now then, since I have
dealt kindly with you, swear to me by
the Lord that you in turn will deal
kindly with my family. Give me a sign
of good faith that you will spare my
father and mother, my brothers and
sisters, and all who belong to them,
and deliver our lives from death.’ The
men said to her, ‘Our life for yours! If
you do not tell this business of ours,
then we will deal kindly and faithfully
with you when the Lord gives us the
land.’

Then she let them down by a rope
through the window, for her house
was on the outer side of the city wall
and she resided within the wall itself.
She said to them, ‘Go towards the hill
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country, so that the pursuers may not
come upon you. Hide yourselves there
for three days, until the pursuers have
returned; then afterwards you may go
on your way.’ The men said to her, ‘We
will be released from this oath that you
have made us swear to you if we
invade the land and you do not tie this
crimson cord in the window through
which you let us down, and you do not
gather into your house your father and
mother, your brothers, and all your
family. If any of you go out of the doors
of your house into the street, they shall
be responsible for their own death,
and we shall be innocent; but if a hand
is laid upon any who are with you in
the house, we shall bear the
responsibility for their death. But if you
tell this business of ours, then we shall
be released from this oath that you
made us swear to you.’ She said,
‘According to your words, so be it.’ She
sent them away and they departed.
Then she tied the crimson cord in the
window.

They departed and went into the hill
country and stayed there for three
days, until the pursuers returned. The
pursuers had searched all along the
way and found nothing. Then the two
men came down again from the hill
country. They crossed over, came to
Joshua son of Nun, and told him all
that had happened to them. They said
to Joshua, ‘Truly the Lord has given all
the land into our hands; moreover, all
the inhabitants of the land melt in fear
before us.’

REFLECT & DISCUSS

1. Read the passage slowly. Then
take a deep breath and read it

again. What word, phrase or
image stands out to you?

2. This story makes possible
Joshua’s eventual defeat of
Jericho, yet it so often goes
unnoticed. Why do you think
that is?

3. Rahab is identified immediately
as a prostitute, and sadly that
title has followed her (even into
the New Testament, see Heb
11:31). There is so much more to
her character and story. Indeed,
prostitution was likely not a
“choice” in the ancient world,
but a function of human
trafficking and/or impoverished
necessity. What do you make of
Rahab, her wit, her courage, and
her spirit in the face of wealthy
kings and invading armies?

4. When Rahab negotiates her
freedom and safety, she also
makes a way for others (“you will
spare my father and mother, my
brothers and sisters, and all who
belong to them, and deliver our
lives from death’“). How might
this be an example of love and
leadership?

5. Rahab is included in the Gospel
of Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.
How might she help reveal the
meaning and importance of
Christ’s ministry and mission?
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