
 
FIRST FRUITS 

November 24, 2019 
 

Michael Swartzentruber, Senior Minister 
 

 

 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have come into the land that the         
Lord your God is giving you as an        
inheritance to possess, and you possess it,       
and settle in it, you shall take some of the          
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you          
harvest from the land that the Lord your God         
is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket           
and go to the place that the Lord your God          
will choose as a dwelling for his name. You         
shall go to the priest who is in office at that           
time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the          
Lord your God that I have come into the land          
that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give         
us.’ When the priest takes the basket from        
your hand and sets it down before the altar         
of the Lord your God, you shall make this         
response before the Lord your God: ‘A       
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he      
went down into Egypt and lived there as an         
alien, few in number, and there he became a         
great nation, mighty and populous. When      
the Egyptians treated us harshly and      
afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us,        

we cried to the Lord, the God of our         
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw        
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.       
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a         
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a        
terrifying display of power, and with signs       
and wonders; and he brought us into this        
place and gave us this land, a land flowing         
with milk and honey. So now I bring the first          
of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord,          
have given me.’ You shall set it down before         
the Lord your God and bow down before the         
Lord your God. Then you, together with the        
Levites and the aliens who reside among       
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that        
the Lord your God has given to you and to          
your house.’ 
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REFLECT & DISCUSS 

1. Read the passage slowly. Then take 
a deep breath and read it again. 
What word, phrase or image stands 
out to you? 

2. The offerings the people brought 
before God were framed as part of a 
larger story of God’s grace: a kind of 
thanksgiving. In what ways did God 
rescue and provide for the Israelites? 
In what ways has God rescued and 
provided for you? 

3. How will you be celebrating 
Thanksgiving? What are some of 
your traditions? What are you most 
looking forward to? Least looking 
forward to? 

4. Reflect on three things you are 
grateful for this year. Is there anyone 
to whom you’d like to express your 
gratitude? 

5. Consider writing a card, email, or text 
to express your gratitude.  

 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
by Walter Rauschenbusch 
 
O God, we thank you for this earth, our 
home; 
For the wide sky and the blessed sun, 
For the salt sea and the running water, 
For the everlasting hills 
And the never-resting winds, 
For trees and the common grass underfoot. 
We thank you for our senses 
By which we hear the songs of birds, 
And see the splendor of the summer fields, 
And taste of the autumn fruits, 
And rejoice in the feel of the snow, 
And smell the breath of the spring. 
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty; 
And save our souls from being so blind 
That we pass unseeing 
When even the common thornbush 
Is aflame with your glory, 
O God our creator, 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 
From Living God’s Justice: Reflections and 
Prayers, compiled by The Roundtable 
Association of Diocesan Social Action 
Directors.  

 

 
Listen Online 

Sermon audio available at southelkhorncc.org/sermons 


